




Seniors entertained by parents at the 'Madri Gras' 
"W e\come to the Mardi Gras!" rang.

throughout the gym as the annual 
Parent-Senior party got underway 
Saturday night, April 20. 

As the seniors entered they were 
given a large stack of money 
(approximately $100,000) and were 
instructed to procede through the well 
decorated entrance to the party. The 
money, which featured the mugs of six 
seniors-Dede Sahr, Jenny Wegner, 
Abbie Burke, John Cowan, Steve 
Conway, and Tom Roberts, was the 
purchasing power of the seniors for the 
evening. Upon entering the gym 
everyone was met by four smiling 
Raggedy Anns and Andys who stuck a 
mask in the hand and a hat on the head 
of each senior. 

The booths were set up in carnival 
style with almost everything costing 
$10'0 a try (highway robbery). The 
various booths consisted of golfing, 
dart-throwing, bean bag. tic tac toe, 
garter toss, ring toss, a sucker 
spin-wheel, and a redemption center. F'or 
the gamblers in the crowd there was a 
black-jack table, a dice bet and a 
continuous game of "21". If nothing else 
hit their fancy, the food table was open 
to everyone, and free! "Bourbon Street" 
ice cream was also available. 

Wall to wall 
"money" carpeted 
the dance floor as 
Gene Miller and his 
mother swing out at 
the parent senior 
party. 

Soon Master of Ceremonies Dave 
Johnson appeared on the stage and told 
all to gather around, the big show was 
about to begin. 

As the curtains opened a whole line of 
clowns and black faced minstrels were 
revealed. After a few old time show boat 

Production of 'Medea' approaches 
The Riggs High Drama department 

will give a unique performance when 
they present Lheir 1974 Spring Play, 
Medea, on April 30, May 1 and 3. 

A change from the usual Spring 
comedy, Medea is an ancient Greek 
Lragedy. Written by Euripides, it is 
adapted from lhe Greek myth Jason and
the Golden Fleece. 

The plot unfolds in two acts, as Jason 
iTom Murphy) betrays his wife, Medea 
tLeAn� Anderson), and plans to wed the 

beautiful daughter of King Creon 
(Walt.er Zakahi). Medea seeks revenge 
against him through her children, played 
by two young guest actors, Bob Sahr 
and Mark DeAntoni. 

As the pace of the play accelerates, 
Medea's plans unfold. Untimately she 
acheives revenge on Jason, Creon and 
Creon·s daughter in the bloody climax. 

Medea will feature a large cast of 21. 
including the traditional Greek chorus. 
The play will take place on a stylistic set 
of platforms, stairs and ramps. 

A tense moment between Jason and Medea occurs when Jason informs her she has 
been banished from Corinth. Looking on is part of the chorus and Medea's nurse. 
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songs and some corny jokes, the 
audience was treated to the talents of 
the Norm Sampson Jazz band. A cute 
little dance by· Ms. Ray McDorman and 
a song-dance routine by Mrs. Norman 
highlighted the first half of the program. 
A short intermission gave the guests a 
chance to spend their riches, winning 
prizes at the booths or having their 
pictures taken with their parents. 

Featured in the second part of the 
program were a chorus line of "playboy 
bunnies" and a barber shop quartet. The 
finale featured a routine by the senior 
cheerleaders' mothers and several 
'athletes' running through the "74" hoop. 
An original song, dedicated to the class 
of '74 ended the evening's entertainment. 

After all this, thousands of dollars 
were thrown into the air to signify that 
the seniors appreciated the antics of 
their crazy parents and were rejoicing 
because their last year of high school 
was about over. 

Quite a few hearty seniors started 
dancing to the juke box music an·d 
continued until about midnight. 

PHS band to perform with 

stage band in spring concert 

The Riggs High Band under the 
direction of Mr. Gerald Cutshaw will 
present their annual Spring concert on 
Sunday afternoon May 5 at Riggs High 
School gym. 

The band will perform seven numbers 
including "Nobles of Mystic Shrine", 
"Sea Portrait", "Estampir", "Credence", 
"Japanese Rhapsody", "Reverie", and 
"Jesus Christ Superstar". 

The Riggs High stage band will also 
be performing several numbers to  
conclude the concert. 

Medals will be handed out to those 
who received Division I and II ratings on 
their solos at the Mobridge contest. 



Eric Slaathaug comments on student life in Sweden 
It has been about nine months since I 

left Riggs f!igh to become a Foreign 
Exchange Student, and I thought it was 
time to report to all of you about my 
adventures in Karlskrona, Sweden. 

After arriving in Stockholm's airport 
last August, we 28 AFS students lived in 
a small church village in the northern 
part of Sweden where we studied the 
Swedish language for three weeks. 
School Life 

The language has given me a few 
problems because of _all the ?wede� who
love to practice their English! Kids at 
school like to quiz me about American 
slang which their strict Oxford-English 
teacher hates. They spend a lot of time 
with the "American Slang Dictionary" 
looking up new material for the next 
English test. One of my Swedish friends, 
who was writing a theme for English 
class on current American pasttimes, 
asked me about the past tense of the 
verb "to streak". I convinced him that it 
is "struck", but it didn't matter because 
a large part of the theme was censored 
because of "vulgar American slang." 

The classes I take in the Swedish 
"Gymnasium" were arranged by my 
host-father, Stellan Mens, who is one of 
the principals and language teachers at 
the school. He is also an ex-professor at 
the well known Dijon University at 

Paris. He knows five languages and is a 
great help with my Swedish. My 
Swedish host-mother, who is a teacher in 
Swedish literature and English at a 
school for Swedish naval personnel, is 
also very helpful. 

School was especially hard the first 
two days when I had to write my name 
up on the blackboard for almost every 
teacher, to the great amusement of the 
class. 

Our school has about 1500 students 
not counting the 600 in night classes. 
General bnpression 

In the Swedish school system the 
students must take a special line of 
study after the ninth grade. This is 
similar to a major in college. I'm taking 
the language line. My classes include, 
among others, general linguistics, 
German, sociology, psychology, history, 
general sciences, economks and Swedish 
literature. 

The school has a three room student 
lounge with sofas and stereo e<;uipment. 
There are no study halls and no 
extra-curricular activities. 

The students in the "gymnasium" get 
paid about $200 a year for going to 
school and the grades one thru nine 
get paid too, although somewhat less. 
How's that for motivation? 

My Swedish is going good now, and I 
don't think I have spoken over a dozen 
words in English in the last three 
months. I read the American newspapers 

Eric Slaathaug, Riggs AFS student, pauses in the town square, Karlskrona, 
Sweden. In the background is the area courthouse and a statue of King Karl XI. 

at our local library Just to keep up with 
the news that the Swedish papers don't 
carry. I also read the Swedish papers 
each day. This year has been particularly 
exciting in Sweden politically with the 
death of the old King and the general 
election which ended in a tie between 
the two main party blocks. 
Family 

The first meeting with my new family 
was not as bad as I thought it would be. 
I was at ease (the kind of ease that only 
22 straight hours on a train can give a 
person). They were friendly and we hit 
it off easily. Lotta Mentz, m)· age, was 
traveling around Europe then so I met 
her ·1ater. Her younger sister Kitte, 15, 
showed me around before school started. 
We spent that week in the family 
summer cottage on the south coast of 
Sweden. 

'l'he library, the shopping center and 
the old city are only a ten minute walk 
from the seven room apartment where I 
live. The school is a five minute walk, 
and to get to the sea takes the same 
time. 

Karlskrona was founded by the 
Swedish King Karl XI in 1680 as a naval 
base because it was situated at a 
strategic point on the south-east coast of 
Sweden. The town has a good number of 
historical buildings including some of the 
Swedish N avy's ship building yards. 
There are about 60,000 inhabitants in 
this town that is built on an archipelago. 

The weather here in the winter is 
nothing to get excited about. It is gray, 
misty, windy and overcast a good part of 
the time. Now I know why the Swedes 
are famed for loving the sun. The 
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summers are sunny and mild and worth 
waiting for. 
Travel 

In February we AFS students 
gathered in Stockholm for a little 
sight-seeing and official meetings. We 
spent 15 minutes bowing, shaking hands 
and exchanging small talk with Karl XVI 
Gustaf, the young Swedish king. The 
king's butler gave us a tour around the 
beautiful Stockholm castle. We also 
spent an hour questioning the Swedish 
Prime Minister Olof Palmo about politics 
and law. 

I met three Americans on the subway 
while I was in Stockholm. One was a guy 
from New Jersey who didn't believe I 
was an American when he heard me 
speak Swedish to a lady beside him. 
After several minutes of trying to 
convince him, I gave up and agreed that 
I was Swedish and had only ·taken a trip 
in the U.S. He then paid me the ultimate 
compliment. He said, "You s peak 
American almost like they do in the 
States." 

I went on a ten day cross-country 
skiing trip in the northern part of 
Sweden recently. 

For future travel plans, I hope to 
make it back to Copenhagen, and at the 
end of our stay the 28 of us are going to 
tour around Got.land, the largest island 
in Sweden, on bicycles. After this we 
will fly to Frankfurt, West Germany, for 
a couple of days and then to New York 
and eventually home in mid-July. 

I'm afraid I've covered very little of 
what I should have but questions on 
some subjects, such as Swedish females, 
will just have to go unanswererl. 












